¢ = EXTENSION

The Tears ARM, Liriversity Systern

A popular method of plant propagation is by rootyogir own cuttings the following is
from an article by Skip Richter, Extension agemtTexas Cooperative Extension and
host of “Gardening with Skip”, a weekly news segtranovided free of charge by Texas
Cooperative Extension, a state agency affiliatetth Wwexas A&M University.

Cuttings

Do you have a favorite plant you would like to makere plants out of? Rooting your
own cuttings is really not that difficult.

You want to start with a quality mix: something yésose but holds moisture and drains
well at the same time. You want to moisten the amg place it in some type of
container. One of the easiest rooting containargdeit-yourself home rooting is a
simple clear pop bottle. Cut the top off; make Batethe bottom so that it drains well. It
makes a nice little mini greenhouse for growinghsa

The next step is to take a cutting from the plant want to root and remove the bottom
few leaves. Some woody species need a little metpating. For that, we use a rooting
hormone product that's available in most nurseaies garden centers. Rather than
dipping your cuttings into the hormone, which cantaminate the bottle, place a little
bit into a cup, dip your cuttings into that, andg,yau can see, a little clings to the bottom
of the cutting. Don’t shove it into the soil mixdaise that would simply wipe the
hormone off. Instead, use the tip of a pencil teropp a small hole, then place the
cutting into the mix, and pinch the mix around tisting.

After a period of time, usually about three or feweeks, your cuttings will begin to root.
Don't pull them up every few days to check or thiegie on you. After about a month or
two, it will have filled the container with rootsid be ready for transplanting into a larger
container or outdoors.



