TIPS FROM OUR GARDEN

by La Donna Stockstill, Parker County Master Garglen
Pictures from La Donna Stockstill's Yard

SUN TO SHADE GARDENING:

Our garden went from full sun to mostly shade over
the years and we have had to rethink much of our
garden to accommodate this fact. We now have deep
shade, medium shade with a few places still in full
sun so this makes for interesting gardening. Rathe
than fight to make things grow in areas that dofihot
their needs, we have found replacements that are
suited to our landscaping. When we find a plhat t
requires too much attention and we feel needs too
much chemical control to make it happy, we have
chosen to remove many of these and replace them
with proven winners for this area.

Plants we no longer use in our landscape and somkapts we use in their place:

Thrift: They seem to come equipped with Spider Blite

Red Tip Photinia: We have taken out most of thesame have because of the Entomosporium Fungal
Leaf Spot. The remaining ones that are doing williremain unless they show signs of the disease.

The remaining ones are as large as trees and andéifaein our landscape. We have no idea why some
thrived and some died.

Hostas: Snails, slugs and sow bugs are a problémtinese and we have replaced them with Cast Iron
Plants Aspidistra Elatio).

We love Hostas but had a great deal of difficulty
growing them because of sow bugs, slugs, and snails
and less than desirable soils. We used many fofms
controls and have had great success with mostsplant
in my landscape, other than the Hostas. Rather tha
continuing the fight, we decided to find a diffetren
plant that we could use in these areas. We now use
the Cast Iron Plant in the areas where we once had
Hostas. They must have total shade but can survive
with less moisture than Hostas. They are evergreen
multiply on their own and are wonderful in floral
arrangements. The leaves are larger than Hosths an
can make a bold statement in a garden. Since #resso bold, they usually are best as background
plantings.

Temperature requirements: our heat does not btiteee plants, as long as they are in the shadey Th
are listed as hardy to Zone 7 but in a severe wintay need a floating row cover over them. Weehav
had them in my garden since 1995 and have neveredthem but they are in a yard that has a great



deal of protection. Since the leaves are so lagmetimes the wind can be a problem and windbhen t
tips. We have continued adding these plants througour landscape and have been very pleased with
them. They are a great boost for shade gardens.

Nana Nandinas: We love the other Nandinas and asg of them throughout our landscape but have
taken the Nana Nandinas out because of the Ent@rioepFungal Leaf Spot. The other Nandinas are
wonderful and highly recommended.

Periwinkles: When our periwinkles appeared to adtif hot water had been poured over them, we knew
we had Phytophthora Stem Disease and no longet thiam.

Junipers: We have chosen not to plant anymoreeasietihecause of Spider Mites but will keep the ones
we have but will add no more.

Bradford Pears: We have taken out two of thesestillhave three and have pruned them to compensate
for their weak crotches. We will keep the oneshaee until they display problems. Since thesenate
native, they have become a haven for gracklesir Tipgvard branching is ideal for grackle neststss t

is another minus for this tree.

Waxleaf Ligustrum: We had several of these andtluat in the winter of 1981, when the temperatures
plunged to below zero. We have replaced thesdiptgwith hollies such as Nellie R. Stevens,
Yaupon (regular, weeping and dwarf) and Burford.

Other thoughts:
COLEUS:

We enjoy coleus all year around and since thegamasy to
root from cuttings, | always have a great supphciantainers
inside and out and still have ones to plant outsidee summer
garden for color interest.

PLANT MARKERS:

When you change a plant and want to change thé plarker,

don’t worry about the old one having the name efdhd plant

on it. Just spray the marker plate with silvemalum paint and when it dries, it is as good as aad/
ready to take the name of the new plant. Thesdearsed over and over for years.

BULB PLANTERS:

When you are adding small plants to an area tHaked with existing plants, just use your bulkapter
to make the holes. This will enable you to digpiah area and not disturb the other plants. Somasti
when using a spade or shovel, you disturb a laagea than necessary for a small plant. This way th
soil is not moved from the existing plantings. Thab planter goes easily into the ground and lsring
the soil up, pop the new plant in and cover it wvité soil.



COMPOST:

If you find you have wine or liquor that you no fer want, add it to the compost pile. It will helgh
the “working” of the pile.

BIRDBATHS:

We have several birdbaths and use the mosquitosdigokitains BT) in them but find the best way to
keep the mosquitoes and other unwanted problemy iavi@ empty the water at least every third day
and refill the bath with clean water. It is beffi@rthe birds and the birdbaths are more pleatsingok
at in the garden. In the winter, | empty the batlis in the evening when the temperature is gaing t
drop below freezing. I fill pans with warm watéetnext morning and place them in the birdbaths. |
have found this prevents the birdbaths from cragkind still gives the birds water to drink.

ENERGY FOOD FOR THE BIRDS:

JOHNSON'’S MIX

1-pound lard 8-ounces peanut butter

Melt lard and mix in peanut butter.

Add:

2 cups long cooking oatmeal (uncooked)

1 cup cornmeal 1 cup flour

May need to add more flour to thicken to final dstency.
Store in refrigerator.

NOTE: You may need to reduce lard during summertdueat.

We keep this out for our birds year round becaheg &njoy it so much. They need it for energyaldc
weather but love it anytime. It can be used idée made for this or suet feeders and hang them in
trees. It can also be smeared onto the bark e$tre

CUT FLOWER PRESERVATIVE:

1 teaspoon sugar 1 teaspoon household bleach
2 teaspoons lemon or lime juice 1 quart lukewarrtewa

Another one:
2 tablespoons white vinegar 1 quart water
2 tablespoons sugar

Another one:

To 1 quart lukewarm water add:

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 1 tablespoon sugar
1-2 teaspoons chlorine bleach

Which ever mixture you choose, mix well. Use solinstead of water for fresh flowers. This will
help inhibit the growth of organisms and the suggaves as food.
Change mixture every two days and your fresh awtdks will last longer.



